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3. INDONESIA: MILITARY CLASHES WITH MUSLIM GROUP |

JAKARTA'S SEMIOFFICIAL NEWS SERVICE REPORTS 27 MEMBERS OF AN
ISLAMIC GROUP WERE KILLED TH!S WEEK IN SOUTHERN SUMATRA IN A BATTLE ‘

WITH ARMY AND POLICE UNITS. OTHEE EED!A CLAIM THE DEATH TOLL IS MUCH

3 ¢
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HIGHER. VIOLENCE BEGAN AFTER AN ARMY 0

DETACHHJNT‘TRTtRRUPTEU—TRE—GRUUP*S—FRRJER MEETING AND THAT A PRESS 1

BLACKOUT HAS BEEN 1NPOSED. | N

COMMENT: PRES!DENT SOEHARTO WAS A RECORD OF DEALING HARSHLY G
WITH TSLAMIC EXTREMISM, AND .JAKARTA WILL MOVE QUICKLY TO REASSURE

RUSL (M5 WHO MAKE UP ALMOST 90 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION, THAT THE M

'NCIDENT WAS LUNITED TO AN EXTREMIST GROUP. MUSLIM CRITICISM OF THE £

GOVERNMENT'S USE OF FORCE, HOWEVER, IS LIKELY. <
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